50            HUMANITY MADE TO ORDER

one of the government buildings in Leningrad, was
assassinated by a communist. Immediately after-
ward the government arrested and shot hundreds of
"suspects," and in addition exiled thousands of
others to the salt mines in Siberia. These victims
had not the slightest connection with the assassina-
tion, but it put such fear and panic into the hearts
of the rulers of Russia that they went at the job of
making a chistka in earnest.

In order to justify the shooting of men like Kam-
inev, Zinovyev, and Smirnov, it was necessary to
build up a belief that they were not only Trotzky-
ists, leftists or rightists, but that they were terror-
ists; and to climax it, the charge was made that
these men had relations with the Gestapo, the secret
service police in Germany, and that the Gestapo not
only aided in the assassination of Kirov, but also
planned to assassinate Stalin and other leaders of
the government. This last accusation was a power-
ful (though in fact a ridiculous) attack, for Ger-
many is considered to be the arch-enemy of Russia.
What the Bolsheviks and Stalin must have forgotten
is that the same trick, the same accusation, was used
against Lenin himself in 1917 when he arrived in
Russia after his famous trip through Germany. This
accusation, of course, had no foundation, but in